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MIRROR OF JUSTICE
A mirror is a surface on which one reflects the image of one's face or what one wants to see, but which does not fall directly, nor can it fall under the immediate gaze of our eyes. In ancient times, mirrors were made of forged bronze. Today, glass is the commonly used material. Creation is God's first mirror. It allows us to see his glory, his stupendous beauty. Here is what the Holy Spirit reveals about creation: “For all men were by nature foolish who were in ignorance of God, and who from the good things seen did not succeed in knowing him who is, and from studying the works did not discern the artisan; But either fire, or wind, or the swift air, or the circuit of the stars, or the mighty water, or the luminaries of heaven, the governors of the world, they considered gods. Now if out of joy in their beauty they thought them gods, let them know how far more excellent is the Lord than these; for the original source of beauty fashioned them. Or if they were struck by their might and energy, let them from these things realize how much more powerful is he who made them. For from the greatness and the beauty of created things their original author, by analogy, is seen. But yet, for these the blame is less; For they indeed have gone astray perhaps, though they seek God and wish to find him. For they search busily among his works, but are distracted by what they see, because the things seen are fair. But again, not even these are pardonable. For if they so far succeeded in knowledge that they could speculate about the world, how did they not more quickly find its LORD? (Wis 13,1-9). 
Wisdom is the second mirror. Contemplating the wisdom of the Law, we know how holy, true, righteous the Lord is. The Psalm 19 contemplates and sees God both in the creation and in the Law: “For the director of music. A psalm of David. The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his hands. Day after day they pour forth speech; night after night they reveal knowledge. They have no speech, they use no words; no sound is heard from them. Yet their voice[b] goes out into all the earth, their words to the ends of the world. In the heavens God has pitched a tent for the sun. It is like a bridegroom coming out of his chamber, like a champion rejoicing to run his course. It rises at one end of the heavens and makes its circuit to the other; nothing is deprived of its warmth. The law of the Lord is perfect, refreshing the soul. The statutes of the Lord are trustworthy, making wise the simple. The precepts of the Lord are right, giving joy to the heart. The commands of the Lord are radiant, giving light to the eyes. The fear of the Lord is pure, enduring forever. The decrees of the Lord are firm, and all of them are righteous. They are more precious than gold, than much pure gold; they are sweeter than honey, than honey from the honeycomb. By them your servant is warned; in keeping them there is great reward. But who can discern their own errors? Forgive my hidden faults. Keep your servant also from willful sins;   may they not rule over me. Then I will be blameless, innocent of great transgression. May these words of my mouth and this meditation of my heart be pleasing in your sight, Lord, my Rock and my Redeemer. (Psal 19,1-15). 
Thus the Scripture speaks of Wisdom: “For in her is a spirit intelligent, holy, unique, Manifold, subtle, agile, clear, unstained, certain, Not baneful, loving the good, keen, unhampered, beneficent, kindly, Firm, secure, tranquil, all-powerful, all-seeing, And pervading all spirits, though they be intelligent, pure and very subtle. For Wisdom is mobile beyond all motion, and she penetrates and pervades all things by reason of her purity. For she is an aura of the might of God and a pure effusion of the glory of the Almighty; therefore nought that is sullied enters into her. For she is the refulgence of eternal light, the spotless mirror of the power of God, the image of his goodness.” (Wis 7,22-26). 
In the light of Moses which shone on his face, Saint Paul sees a mirror through which the eternal light of the Lord was depicted in some ways: “Now if the ministry of death, carved in letters on stone, was so glorious that the Israelites could not look intently at the face of Moses because of its glory that was going to fade, how much more will the ministry of the Spirit be glorious? For if the ministry of condemnation was glorious, the ministry of righteousness will abound much more in glory. Indeed, what was endowed with glory has come to have no glory in this respect because of the glory that surpasses it. For if what was going to fade was glorious, how much more will what endures be glorious. Therefore, since we have such hope, we act very boldly and not like Moses, who put a veil over his face so that the Israelites could not look intently at the cessation of what was fading. Rather, their thoughts were rendered dull, for to this present day the same veil remains unlifted when they read the old covenant, because through Christ it is taken away. To this day, in fact, whenever Moses is read, a veil lies over their hearts, but whenever a person turns to the Lord the veil is removed. Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. All of us, gazing with unveiled face on the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, as from the Lord who is the Spirit. (2Cor 3,7-18). 

The Virgin Mary infinitely surpasses any other mirror in the creation made by our God and Lord. In Her, all the holiness of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit is reflected in a unique, unrepeatable way. Mary, in holiness, surpasses the splendour of all the Angels and Saints put together. If we compare holiness to small, medium, large lights all put together to form a single source of light, the light that surpasses all other light is that of the Blessed Trinity. Next comes the light that shines from the humanity of Christ Jesus, which is always united with the light of his divinity. Then comes the light that shines from the body of the Blessed Virgin Mary, which alone surpasses all other created lights in intensity.  We can well say this. The Virgin Mary was adorned by God with her own holiness. Only, though, humanity is not capable of all divine holiness. It cannot absorb it all and reflect it all. In Mary, the absorption and reflection of divine holiness is beyond any limit allowed to a creature. She is clothed in God's holiness as in a mantle. So beautiful, so great, so admirable is our heavenly Mother. God, reflecting Himself in Mary, every day contemplates Himself, sees His eternal, divine beauty in Her. The Church and every Christian soul should also mirror itself every day in the holiness of its Mother. Mary is truly the most beautiful for holiness.
By invoking the Virgin Mary with the title: 'Mirror of Justice', we wish to affirm that the Virgin Mary for us is a mirror of how one obeys every Word and wish of the Lord our God. Hers is immediate, full, perfect obedience. In obedience She has reached the height of beauty and purity in the fullness of love, light, wisdom, intelligence, will, soul, spirit, body, possible to a creature. Her righteousness is also most perfect in the praise she raises to her Lord. This is how the Holy Spirit, through the Evangelist Luke, presents Mary's righteousness to the world:
In the sixth month, the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a town of Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man named Joseph, of the house of David, and the virgin's name was Mary. And coming to her, he said, "Hail, favored one! The Lord is with you." But she was greatly troubled at what was said and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. Then the angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. Behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall name him Jesus. He will be great and will be called Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give him the throne of David his father, and he will rule over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end." But Mary said to the angel, "How can this be, since I have no relations with a man?" And the angel said to her in reply, "The holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. Therefore the child to be born will be called holy, the Son of God. And behold, Elizabeth, your relative, has also conceived a son in her old age, and this is the sixth month for her who was called barren; for nothing will be impossible for God." Mary said, "Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord. May it be done to me according to your word." Then the angel departed from her.
During those days Mary set out and traveled to the hill country in haste to a town of Judah, where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary's greeting, the infant leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth, filled with the holy Spirit, cried out in a loud voice and said, "Most blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. And how does this happen to me, that the mother of my Lord should come to me? For at the moment the sound of your greeting reached my ears, the infant in my womb leaped for joy. Blessed are you who believed that what was spoken to you by the Lord would be fulfilled." 
And Mary said: "My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord; my spirit rejoices in God my savior. For he has looked upon his handmaid's lowliness; behold, from now on will all ages call me blessed. The Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is his name. His mercy is from age to age to those who fear him. He has shown might with his arm, dispersed the arrogant of mind and heart. He has thrown down the rulers from their thrones but lifted up the lowly. The hungry he has filled with good things; the rich he has sent away empty. He has helped Israel his servant, remembering his mercy, according to his promise to our fathers, to Abraham and to his descendants forever." Mary remained with her about three months and then returned to her home.(Lk 1,26-56). 
By asking Her, the Mirror of Justice, to pray for us, all we do is to manifest to Her the lively desire and firm will that we too, like Her, become mirrors of obedience to every Word and desire of our God. What is one of the desires of our God? That we live the Gospel and by living it remind it to every man living on our earth. How different is the desire of our God from the sinful words of many Christians who say that the Gospel should no longer be remembered or proclaimed, and now also no longer lived. Mirror of justice, do not allow the sinful words of many Christians to contaminate our hearts and minds. Instead, make us true disciples of Jesus and witnesses of his Gospel. 14 July 2024
